Report by Chair Media for the Council meeting on Monday 5th October 2009
My primary goals over summer were to assess the direction of the magazine and make sure the new editors were trained. There have been a handful of alterations to the magazine, some of which haven’t happened in October but I’m attempting for November. We’ve added four new pages, which the printer has agreed to make colour for a fraction of the normal cost, there is now a two-page fashion section, and we’ve added a mandatory set of community pages that cover local issues. In News, the debate pages (sadly lacking in October) will have both the for-and-against format that I am strongly behind, and a page of students giving their individual views – something that the Student Satisfaction Survey’s comments suggested that many students wanted. I’ve also added a page of columns, partly because it stands us in better stead for the Guardian Student Media Awards, and partly because it gives us a chance to nurture good writers, and create competition for space. It’s also a nice catchall for people who “don’t know what to write” – and these people are numerous. We have recruited at least 200 new members for Hullfire (at the time of writing I’ve typed up 100 and I’m less than halfway) and roughly the same for Jam.

Training of editors has gone fairly well – I still have a few who have problems, but I had expected this due to the problems of teaching a practical subject over the phone, or email.

As you all know, October is out, and despite it being a few days into October the run is roughly 2/3rds gone. I had honestly forgotten how intense the days before print deadline are, but the reward was absolutely worth it. I’ve only ever seen one Hullfire shift this fast – last May. In response to demand, I’ve spoken to James Brooks about getting the PDF version out with the hullstudent newsletter, which should happen for the rest of the year.
Though I’m loath to take credit for it – the thanks should all go to Andrew Dames and Jon Lawley – Jam have completely overhauled their studio this summer, and it looks incredible. It’s more sensibly set out, and much better primed for live shows, bands coming in, and comfortable discussion. Something I feel I can take some credit for, however, is working with Jon to secure minor Union playout in the Concourse Lounge. This should be happening within the next week, if all goes well, and I’m anxious to make sure that sound levels are acceptable to students who go there. JamLite is currently playing, and the full Jam schedule, including freshers’ shows, will be up and playing within the next few weeks.
One thing I’m acutely aware of is my lack of a representative in Scarborough. I eagerly await the election of a Scarborough Media Representative so that I can work with them to instigate the change in media infrastructure on our second campus.

