MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON MONDAY 3rd MARCH 2008
 AT 6.30 PM IN WHEATSHEAF 3

Present: (non voting membership)




President 



Ed Marsh



VP (Academic Representation)

Daniel Harrison




VP (Media & Volunteering)

Charli Hill



VP (Scarborough Campus)

Tom Metcalfe




VP (Sports & Leisure)


Hannah Shooman




VP (Welfare & Equality)


Warwick Norris



Chair Campaigns


Iain Keers




Chair HUSSO Student Community Action
Craig Phillips



Chair International Students Association
Heiko Loeffler




General Manager


Paul Tatton




Minute Secretary



Sarah Blount



16 Elected Councillors (with portfolio)




Academic Council


Daniel Naylor



Academic Council


Mark Tyson




Athletic Union



Birgit Massem




Athletic Union



Chris Webb




Campaigns Committee


-



Finance Committee


Merlin Toley



HUSSO Exec



Claire Williams




International Students Association

Ioanna Panayidou




Mature Students Committee:

Debra Wilson




Post Graduate Committee

Emma Sharp



Scarborough Executive


Kate Davies




Scarborough Executive


Sarah Francis




Societies




Opeoluwa Ojeh Etomi



Societies




Ashley Blakeston



Welfare & Equality Committee

Tobias Brown



Welfare & Equality Committee

Joshua Haringman



16 Elected Councillors (without portfolio)



Ian Adderley, Neil Cropper, Stephanie Gaynor, Helen Gibson, Sam Greenwood, Emma Kinloch, Jennifer Seedhouse, Michael Whelan, Stephen Wood
The Chair stated that a Deputy Secretary needed to be elected for the meeting due to Jay Webster, UST, being presently suspended.  The Chair asked for nominations.  The following were put forward:

7143
Election of Deputy Secretary



Jennifer Hainsworth elected unopposed
7144.
Apologies were received from Stephanie Gaynor, Sarah Francis and Kate Davies (all of whom arrived later in the meeting).
7145.
Resignations  None.
The Chair reminded the meeting that a policy had been passed by Council that alcohol is banned during Council meetings and he had noted that some people were drinking. He asked that anyone who had a drink could finish this but that no other alcohol could be brought into the meeting.

The President requested the following Procedural Motion:

7146
Procedural Motion to move Item 13(a) up the Agenda to Item 6 on the Agenda

The Chair accepted this procedural motion.


Speech for:

President

Questions:

None


Speech against:

S Wood


Questions:

VP(W&E)


Speech in abstention:
None


Speech in summation:
Pres


Voting







Procedural Motion Passed
7147.
Minutes of the Previous Meeting  Agreed.
7148.
Matters Arising  None.
7149
Summary Reports   The Chair informed the meeting that the following Summary Reports had been noted on the Agenda for members’ information as they had not been covered in the previous council meeting.  Asked if there were any questions to these reports?  There were none.

a. Chair Campaigns  

This summary report would have included the campaigns proposed for semester 2 – please see 3 weekly report in Council minutes of 11 February 2008 for more details.

b. Chair ISA   

Planned events on Hull Campus

Friday, 1st February 2008 - ISA Welcome Party @ Asylum

Sunday, 3rd February 2008- Trip to York (for new students)

Thursday, 14th February 2008 – Monday, 18th February 2008 -Trip to Amsterdam

Thursday, 21st February 2008 – Monday, 25th February 2008 - Trip to Paris

Saturday, 1st March 2008 - Trip to Liverpool

Thursday, 6th March 2008 - ISA Easter Break Party @ John McCarthy Bar

Friday, 4th April 2008 - International Football Tournament

Friday, 4th April 2008 - ISA Party @ Asylum

Saturday, 12th April 2008 - Trip to Stratford-upon-Avon

Sunday, 20th April 2008 - Culture Night

Friday, 25th April 2008 – Sunday, 27th April 2008 -Trip to Bath

Friday, 2nd May 2008 - ISA Party @ Asylum

May 2008 (tbc)- International BBQ @ International Office

Saturday, 10th May 2008 -Trip to Alton Towers

Saturday, 17th May 2008 - Yorkshire Day Out

Scarborough

· Work in conjunction with VP Scarborough Campus and new elected International officer on Scarborough Exec

· Plans for a survey / questionnaire to probe what international students on Scarborough campus want from ISA

· Several events such as trips (Liverpool, Bath, Stratford, Alton Towers, Yorkshire) will be planned in parallel for students on both campuses if sufficient interest is given

· Participation of Scarborough in Culture Night should be made possible both for performers and audience

· Together with International Officer in Scarborough will plan specific events hosted on Scarborough campus

c. Chair HUSSO  

· Following the HUSSO AGM the main focuses of the trustees will be the de-registration of the charity (subject to members approval) and coming under the umbrella of HUU. An EGM has been called on April 1st to put forward the motion to deregister.
· There is the exciting prospect of combining all volunteering at HUU. Not only would this centralise volunteering all in one hub. Following the advice centres successful relocation we would hope to increase the numbers of volunteers HUSSO has and also become more prominent in the students union.
· The volunteering conference which I and HUSSO Chair elect will be attending gives us the opportunity to celebrate our successes and learn new ways to improve HUSSO.
· HUSSO needs to raise more funds through fundraising. Events have been organised to take place during this semester such as bag packing in local supermarkets and raffles at societies special events 
· Time will need to be invested in the training of the new HUSSO exec in trustees duties and responsibilities
· The HUSSO older person’s tea dance will be held on March 3rd in staff house on University campus.
7150.
Reports  The following reports were available on www.hullstudent.com for councillors’ scrutiny:
a.
Union Executive Committee and Personnel  President report:
Due to some elections happening this will be a short report.

12/2/08: Paul England from the NUS came and we had a joint update session. In the afternoon I met with Iain Keers to discuss Campaigns.

13/2/08: held a SUEI meeting in the morning, and met with Wayne Cullen the Scarborough Union Manager in the afternoon

14/2/08: I was in Scarborough, I met with the SSMT and discussed the future plans for the Union there.

15/2/08: I had a doctor’s appointment in the morning, and met with Andrew Lee the Director of Student Recruitment in the afternoon

18/2/08: Held a UEC in the morning, at which Jay was suspended. Met with VC in the afternoon.

19/2/08: I met with Richard Hesletine to discuss the Use of Facebook by students. Then hosted the Hustings in asylum

20/2/08: University Council

21-22/2/08: interviewed for Commercial Services Manager all day. And Scarborough Hustings

26/2/8: University Quality Away Day. I addressed the Quality Department with Warwick Norris and Daniel Harrison regarding the treatment of students as customers.

27/2/08: attended the Admin Meeting. Then wrote this report. 

Questions?  None.
b.
Academic and Representation  Vice-President (Academic Representation) report: 
11th Feb:
Meeting with Liverpool John Moore’s Student Union to discuss Student rep system here at Hull.

12th Feb:
Meeting with Richard Heseltine & Members of University Staff to discuss Safety and Security issues regarding 24 hour library opening.

12th Feb:
Meeting with Paul England to discuss what NUS can do to help support us.



Collaborative Provision Committee.

13th Feb:
SUEi Update Meeting.



Programme Approvals, Monitoring and Enhancement Committee.

18th Feb:
Learning & Teaching Enhancement Committee.



Academic Council, Scarborough.

19th Feb
Sabbatical Hustings, Hull.

20th Feb:
Meeting with Ed Marsh to discuss University Council Agenda items.

21st Feb:
Meeting with Iain Keers to discuss Student Experience Committee Agenda items.



Sabbatical Hustings, Scarborough.

22nd Feb:
Academic Council, Hull.

26th Feb:
Quality Director & University Registrar Away Day presentation.

27th Feb:
Self-Service Registration Working Group.

28th Feb:
QAA Audit Advisory Group.



Trustee Board Meeting.

29th Feb:
Commercial Services Manager presentations.


Questions?  None. 
c.
Media, Volunteering and Societies  Vice-President (Media & Volunteering) report:
12th Feb – Attended a UEC meeting with Paul England from NUS to discuss progress within the Union and future plans. Also had a meeting with Student Activities Co-ordinator to discuss society budgets before Societies Council which I chaired later that evening.

13th Feb – Attended a meeting to discuss progress with SUEI and what needs to be done prior to our inspection in April. Had a meeting with Student Activities Co-ordinator and Marketing Manager to finalise plans for improving postering opportunities for societies (which is now up and running)

13th Feb – Began putting together Election Special edition of Hullfire and wrote report regarding costing for the rest of the year for all areas under the remit of VP (M&V)

14th Feb – Had a meeting with President of HAGS regarding their finances 

15th Feb – Sent Election Special off to print and wrote strategy report for Trustees

18th Feb – Attended UEC meeting

19th Feb – Attended disciplinary meeting and Hustings in Asylum

20th Feb – Attended Fair Trade Steering Group meeting with President and various University staff and wrote report 

21st Feb – Attended Hustings in Calvino’s and wrote report for Trustee meeting on 

25th Feb – Attended UEC meeting and a presentation on the International Students Barometer for data collected in Autumn 2007.

26th Feb – Spent a lot of time clipping the interviews with election candidates on JAM Radio to put on the website (later found out that this was not possible due to licensing restrictions but this is something which can definitely be done next year). Also had a meeting with Community Volunteering Co-ordinator and Chair HUSSO SCA to discuss Volunteering Week which is due to take place in Wk 8.
27th Feb – Covered Reception for half an hour. Attended Student Recruitment Conference in the afternoon.

28th Feb – Voted in Elections. Attended Election Results Party in Sanctuary

Questions?  None.
d.
Scarborough Campus Vice-President (Scarborough Campus) report:
· The Vice-President would like to congratulate all campaigners on their work during the elections. They were very well fought and I am sure Mark Alcorn, the successor for this position will continue what we have begun.

· The Vice-President has begun the handover process to Mark, which has included three 1-1 sessions, e-mail training and discussions over the current situation on Scarborough campus. This has also involved meeting and greeting the other future elected officers on the Hull Campus.

· The Vice-President would like to congratulate the RAG Team on the success of RAG Week thus far. The energy displayed during the organisation and week itself has been exemplary and it has been a pleasure to see the project come to life!

· The Vice-President has been working with University Student Support Services, the Dean, the Students’ Union Advice Centre and other parties to attempt to improve the referral protocols for students on the campus.

· The Vice-President is currently working with the International Officer to build up interest for the International students to attend the ‘Culture Night’, an annual event on the Hull Campus. We are also making attempts to consolidate the members we already have to try and build up the energy in the ISA in Scarborough. Hopefully we will be able to recruit a committee from within our members and build on this next year.

· The Vice-President has been making final preparations alongside the Athletic Union President for Tour to Salou, which begins on the 14th of March. We have 46 people going from the Scarborough Campus which year which is a first!

· The Vice-President has written a 3 year strategic plan, with objectives spanning to the end of June and beyond. This is segmented into the Union’s 4 core areas; Welfare, Education, Sports and the Community.

· The Vice-President has compiled a report on the Parity of the student experience between the Hull and Scarborough campuses and will be submitting this to the final Student Experience Committee meeting on the Hull Campus.

· The Vice-President has been working with the Vice-President for Welfare to lobby the University into improving the disabled access on the Scarborough campus and ensuring that the views of disabled students will be brought forward in forums which we are currently arranging.

· The Vice-President has lobbied the University into accepting our proposed changes to the Student Representation system on the Scarborough campus. We have created a plan which will be unique to Scarborough and should see more active and prosperous reps in the next academic year.

· The Vice-President is currently in the process of planning a large Sports day on the 23rd of April along with his Sports Executive member Chris Zeal. The plans are taking pace and the event should promise to be a huge success.

Questions? None. 

e.Sports & Leisure  Vice-President (Sports & Leisure) report:
Throughout the last 3 weeks I have been continually working on, and have finished a number of reports. These are my strategy and plans for next year, A SUEI report, and a report for the Trustees meeting on the 28th February.  I have also been heavily involved in the planning surrounding the Elections. 

· 11th February – Colours Meeting with AU Exec and representatives from 2 AU Clubs. Awarded 10 Club Colours and 1 Half Colours, which will be awarded either at the next AU Council or at Trophy Presentation on the 18th April.

· 12th February – Attended a meeting with Paul England from the NUS to catch up with Hull - NUS relations.

· 12th February – Attended a meeting with HRM, VP Scarborough, AU Admin and General Manager Scarborough about the plans for the AU next year with regards to Scarborough. Also talked about improving communication, equipment ordering, sourcing suppliers and sponsorship. 

· 12th February – Sent our Netball Squad 2’s and Men’s Football 1’s off to Stirling and Aberdeen for the Quarter Finals of BUSA Knockouts. 

· 15th February – Attended a meeting about potential Sport England partnerships for HE institution with Head of Sport, Student Activities Co-ordination, Community Volunteering Co-coordinator, Head of Sports Science and representatives from Sport England, Sport Humber and Yorkshire Sport. Discussed future plans to increase participation in sport and recreation, and potential pathways to interest students in participating. 

· 18th February – Chaired AU Executive Meeting

· 18th February - Attended UEC 

· 19th February – Spent the Afternoon with VP(W&E) displaying the nomination forms for the upcoming elections in the Lawns and Needler Hall.  

· 19th February – Co-hosted the Hull hustings which was well attended. Well done to all of the candidates for their speeches and responses. 

· 21st February – Assisted with the Scarborough Hustings and transported 2 candidates to Scarborough and back.

· 22nd February – Attended the Presidents debated in the Johnny Mac. 

· 25th February – Attended UEC 

Questions? 

· R Simpson asked if, in future, when reports are released if they could be made more publically available on www.hullstudent.com, such as on the front page.  President replied that reports are put on the website on the Thursday before Council and that they are always in the same place on the Council section of the website.  R Simpson asked if there could be a link put on the front page?  President stated that the front page had been taken up recently with the promotion of elections but will ensure that there is a link on the front page.

f.
Welfare & Equality  Vice-President (Welfare & Equality) report:
· A lot of my time since the last council was spent gearing up for elections – putting up nomination forms in the halls with VP S&L, doing hustings sabb surgeries, encouraging societies to vote and answering loads of questions from students and candidates

· 12 February – attended security meeting to discuss possible “personal safety” website launch. The website is basically information giving on local police, where crimes happen and how to stay safe when at University. If we decide to launch it, it will be a joint venture between the police, the University and HUU

· 12 February – had a very brief catch up with Paul England, our NUS regional contact. Have asked him for any NUS resources to do with their national free prescription campaign

· 12 February – went to Societies council for fun

· 13 February – Access to Learning Fund Panel

· 13 February – Advice Centre Management Committee and training

· 19 February – Hull Hustings

· 20 February – attended Dignity Period organised by Women’s Committee

· 20 February – Advice Centre volunteer training

· 20 February – Advice Centre Management Committee elections

· 20 February – Welfare and Equality Committee

· 21 February – Scarborough Hustings

· 22 February – Money Doctors catch up with University Student Support

· 25 February – Fairtrade cookoff. VP S&L were the undisputed cook off champions making a delicious Kashew Nut Soup, Spicy

· 25 February – Scheme Meeting. Went with Pres to meet Reece Andrew and Belinda Garry with regards to our future involvement with the Scheme.

· 26 February – Money Doctors meeting. Planned our first session which will be delivered on March 5th to Advice Centre volunteers.

· 26 February – QDURS Away day. Had a pleasant time answering questions about my University experience.

· 27 February – Went to London to attend NUS Anti-Racism Conference. One guest speaker was a Hull graduate and now works for UCU – so very interesting.

· 28 February – Trustee board meeting

· 29 February – enjoyed presentations from Commercial Service Manager interviewees

It has been an extremely busy 3 weeks with elections. All the time spent in between has been on writing more reports for trustees, collating evidence for our upcoming SUEI day and writing Welfare strategies for next year. Welfare has also done extremely well budgeting wise. I am now £7000 under spent after going through my budget in detail with the General Manager.

Questions?  
· S Wood asked if there had been anything done about the guest signing in policy?  VP(W&E) stated that he brought it up for discussion at UEC where it had been agreed that the policy would continue to not allow 2 male guests to be signed in.  President added that this had been agreed as it had been proven in the past that more trouble had been caused when 2 male guests had been signed in.  UEC had, therefore, agreed this policy on the grounds of ensuring student safety.  S Wood wanted it noted that he was disappointed with this decision made by UEC.
· B Nason referred to VP(W&E) promoting the Dignity Period Campaign and asked if VP(W&E) was aware that this was not a charity but a political group?  VP(W&E) stated that HUU were not funding this campaign but making a donation.
g.
Campaigns  Chair Campaigns report:
Vote 2008 has dominated the entire Union for the first part of this Semester, and with the suspension of Jay Webster the load on the sabbaticals and I has increased. We have been producing materials, overseeing the events such as sabb hustings and generally being on hand across the two campuses which takes up a mighty chunk of my 16 hours. I’ve been trying out some novel new ways to make people aware of the elections, such as the stickering up of food in the union shop and the use of sandwich boards we found in a store cupboard!

The other big campaign I’ve been working on (mostly theory so far) is this concept of having a new housing scheme at Scarborough. The Scheme here at Hull is of dubious use and we are currently exploring alternatives. So I’m going across to Scarborough to try and set up a scheme there which can hopefully be transferred across next year if successful. We will be aiming to set up an Amazon-style peer review website where students can review their housing companies and how well they perform, and hopefully eventually do this for individual houses as well. The goal here is to show new students which housing companies are best, creating a more competitive market and pushing down the business of the useless companies. I notice several candidates have picked up on this policy. It will no doubt be Union Policy by the end of the year. The main thing I’ve been tackling is finding out logistics (I can only really travel to Scarborough once a week) including numbers of houses and housing companies, numbers of students in private and uni accommodation and so on. I’m also trying to find a designer for the website who will charge little or nothing- there is potential in a former sabbatical-come-university staff who is a technical whizz and has enough loyalty to the union to do it on the cheap! 

Our third campaign is still open and Ed and I plan to host a kind of special campaigns open forum meeting where people can bring campaigns ideas to suggest and then we will pick one from a shortlist. To qualify it needs to fit within the aims of the charity- welfare, sports, volunteering and education- and it needs to be complex enough to take up and least 5 hours per week of work, otherwise I would just be able to do it as one of the mini-projects I do.

Anyway, thank you to the few of you that will bother reading this, it is good to see some councillors still understand that they have to put in hours like all volunteers! Congratulations to the successful candidates (I am unaware of who you are at this point!) and I hope that the next Chair of Campaigns has an enjoyable term of office.

Questions?

· J Haringman asked what was being done to organise setting up the accommodation website at Scarborough?  Chair Campaigns replied that David Morris, a previous VP(AR), had kindly volunteered to help set up the website.
h.
HUSSO Student Community Action   Chair (HUSSO SCA) report:
· Attended external child protection training course held by Hull County Council on 27/02/08

· Chaired  two HUSSO Exec meetings on 12/02/08 and 26/02/08

· Inductions for members and First Aid training have been organised 

· All projects are now up and running

· Met with VP M&V and CVC to discuss plans for upcoming volunteer week.

· Attended Hustings in Scarborough and Hull

· Voted in the upcoming elections (very important)

· Prepared Accounts in order to send off to Accountants

· Attended AGM on Feb 7th. As this occurred after the submission of my report for previous council here were the outcomes of the AGM in brief. The Derek Forster Award for excellence in volunteering was awarded to Kate Halstead, The preferred candidate for Chair HUSSO was also elected congratulations to Abby Stevens finally an all new executive were voted all positions excluding the Communications officer and Kids with Special needs A/C are now occupied for the forthcoming academic year.

Questions?  None.
i. International Students Association  Chair ISA report:
· Attended UEC since the start of Semester 2

· chaired the meetings of the ISA Executive Committee in which the activities for Semester 2 were outlined and planned in detail

· Liaised with the new Scarborough Campus International Officer and discussed plans for Scarborough in Semester 2

· Created documents outlining the ISA Strategy and Budget Guidelines for 2008/09 in accordance with SUEI

· Attended a meeting with an international postgraduate student regarding the creation of an International Post-graduate Network on 8th February. The first meeting of this network is scheduled for the 28th February for which more than 40 international postgrads have already expressed interest.

· Attended HUU Hustings on 19th February

Together with the ISA Executive Committee

· organised and planned the ISA trip to Amsterdam (14th – 18th February).
70 international students were taken for a 5day-4night trip. The event was greatly enjoyed by everyone participating and ran smoothly without problems.

· At the Business School’s International Week (19th-21st February), manned a stall for the International Office giving information about study abroad

· Organised and planned the ISA trip to Paris (21st-25th February). 120 international students were taken for a 5day-4night trip. We received a lot of positive feedback from participants and everything ran smoothly. A minor issue was the mugging of a participating student, which was correctly dealt with by the attending trip leaders and the Student Activities Coordinator upon their return.

· Organised the next ISA day trip to Liverpool on 1st March

· Began preparations for Culture Night to happen on Sunday, 20th April


Questions?  None.
7151.
Motions 

(a) Motions of No Confidence against Jay Webster, Union Secretary & Treasurer

This Council Notes:

· Jay Webster (Union Secretary & Treasurer) uploaded a photograph of a poster onto facebook showing Burmese soldiers shooting at unarmed civilians and executing a Japanese journalist in the streets of Rangoon.  

· Jay ‘tagged’ himself and Head of Campaigns Iain Keers as two of the soldiers in the photo.  The photo appeared in Jay’s album and under ‘photos of Jay’- ‘tagged by Jay’ and ‘photos of Iain’ –‘tagged by other people’. 

·  Due to the format of facebook it is indisputable that Jay both uploaded and tagged the photo.
This Council Believes:

· That Jay’s actions were morally out of order.  They demonstrate either solidarity with the soldiers, mock the massacre of civilians in Burma or both.

· That Jay’s actions were disrespectful to societies in the union.  Groups such as Human Rights Action have held campaigns to help the people of Burma and Jay’s behaviour represents and open hostility to these which is unfitting of his position.  It will be impossible for human rights groups to effectively work in the union when the office of Vice President is held by someone who obviously has no respect for human rights.

· That Jay’s actions are offensive to students, especially members of the Burmese community.  By mocking and/or supporting the murder of Burmese civilians Jay has demonstrated a disrespect for the lives of Burmese people which is tantamount to racism.

· That Jay’s actions risk bringing the name and reputation of Hull University Union into disrepute.  Such a high ranking member of the union should not be publically condoning and/or mocking the murder of civilians even if this is his personal viewpoint.  Such actions would have serious consequences for the union as a whole if they were to be widely known.

· That Jay’s actions represent the latest in a long-standing campaign of bullying and harassment against the society Human Rights Action, and particularly their work for Burma.  On two occasions Jay has stopped campaigns for Burma, shouted at HRA members, threatened members with ambiguous bans, refused funding to the society and made known his opposition to the work of Human Rights Action (most recently by his comments at the last open policy forum).  In using a photo of an HRA poster to mock and/or support the massacre of Burmese civilians Jay has publicly demonstrated his hostility to Human Rights Action undermining his obligations to treat all societies fairly and equally.

· That Jays actions amount to Bullying or Harassment of an individual of a group, as set out in the Sabbatical Code of conduct. 

This Council Resolves

· That under Standing Order 9005 Jay Webster should be removed from his position as Union Secretary & Treasurer.
Proposed by:
Sean Allmark

Seconded by:
Sam Higgins


Speech for:

Sean Allmark


Questions:

Questions from the floor and councillors C Webb, N Cropper, 
B Nason and J Webster
The Chair asked if there were any amendments? The following amendment was put forward:
Amendment to Motion:  B Nason put forward the following amendment to the Motion:
(b) To change the Motion to one of Motion of Caution against Jay Webster, Union Secretary and Treasurer
Speech for:

B Nason

Questions:

Questions from the floor and J Webster

Speech against:

S Allmark

Questions:

Questions from the floor and councillors, D Naylor C Webb, T Brown

and J Webster

Speech in abstention:
None

Speech in summation:
R Simpson

Voting







Amendment Passed
Chair reverted back to the motion with the amendment and asked for a speech against:



Speech against:

None



Speech in abstention:
S Wood



Questions:

Questions from the floor and councillor B Nason



Speech in summation:
C Webb



Voting







Amended Motion Fell
The Chair informed the meeting that as this motion had fallen, Jay Webster, was now reinstated as the Union Secretary and Treasurer.  J Webster took the Chair as Secretary to Council.

K Davies and S Francis, Councillors, entered the meeting.
7152.
SUEI (Student Union Evaluation Initiative) – Presentation by the President

The President went through the attached presentation in detail for councillors’ information.  


Questions?

· J Haringman asked who and how the University staff members and representatives of the community were chosen?  President replied that UEC agreed these representatives.  For the University Peter Lutzeier, Pro Vice Chancellor, and Richard Hesletine, Director of Academic Services were chosen as they have been the main points of contact for the Union.  The two community contacts were chosen as the East Riding County Football Association and Dove House Hospice as again these have been good contacts within the community for the Union.  
· H Gibson asked how likely it was that HUU would be awarded the gold?  The President stated that all the evidence is collated and feel that HUU are reasonably well placed. Difficult to tell what the assessors are looking for.  The assessment will take place over 1 day on 24th April 2008.  
· C Webb asked if it was known that gold was obtainable? The President replied that it was difficult to know the exact criteria the assessors required. Can only say that have put a good case forward.
· C Webb asked if continued development of the second floor would hinder the chances of obtaining gold?  GM replied that this would not hinder the chances as this development had not been taken into account.  Planning for the meeting rooms to be available for the assessment day on the second floor.

· GM informed councillors that they were welcome to see himself or the President to ask questions in more detail.

The Chair proposed a 10 minute break. This was agreed.
H Lecaplain put forward the following procedural motion:
7153.
Procedural Motion to take Item 13(b) as the next Agenda Item

The Chair accepted this procedural motion.


Speech for:

H Lecaplain


Questions:

Question from the floor


Speech against:

None


Speech in abstention:
None


Speech in summation:
None


Voting







Procedural Motion Passed
7154.
Motion of Caution against Iain Keers, Chair Campaigns
Council Notes
· That Iain Keers allowed Jay Webster to ‘tag’ him in a photograph of a poster on facebook showing Burmese soldiers shooting at unarmed civilians and executing a Japanese journalist in the streets of Rangoon.  Jay ‘tagged’ himself and Iain Keers as two of the soldiers in the photo.  The photo appeared in Jay’s album and under ‘photos of Jay’- ‘tagged by Jay’ and ‘photos of Iain’ –‘tagged by other people’.  Due to the format of facebook it is indisputable that Iain Keers both knew and allowed himself to be tagged in the photo.
Council Believes:

· That Iain’s actions were morally out of order.  They demonstrate either solidarity with the soldiers, mock the massacre of civilians in Burma or both.

· That Iain’s actions were disrespectful to societies in the union.  Groups such as Human Rights Action have held campaigns to help the people of Burma and Iain’s behaviour represents and open hostility to these which is unfitting of his position.  It will be impossible for human rights groups to effectively work in the union when an official office is held by someone who obviously has no respect for human rights.

· That Iain’s actions are offensive to students, especially members of the Burmese community.  By mocking and/or supporting the murder of Burmese civilians Iain has demonstrated a disrespect for the lives of Burmese people which is tantamount to racism.

· That Iain’s actions risk bringing the name and reputation of Hull University Union into disrepute.  A high ranking member of the union should not be publically condoning and/or mocking the murder of civilians even if this is his personal viewpoint.  Such actions would have serious consequences for the union as a whole if they were to be widely known.

Council Resolves
· That Iain should be cautioned regarding further conduct.

Proposed by:
Franchsci Perez

Seconded by:
Helen Lecaplain

Speech for:

H Lecaplain

Questions:

Questions from the floor and councillors N Cropper, S Gaynor





J Haringman, S Wood, B Nason

S Wood asked for a point of clarification.  Asked if H Lecaplain wanted to continue with the motion of caution against I Keers or if she just wanted an apology.  H Lecaplain stated she was prepared to accept an apology.  I Keers stated that he was not going to apologise for something that he was not aware of happening.  The Chair, therefore, asked for a speech against.

Speech against:

E Marsh


Questions:

VP(AR), VP(W&E) and a question from the floor


Speech in abstention:
None


Speech in summation:
C Webb


Voting









Motion Fell
7155.
Reports of University Committees    The following Committee meetings were brought forward from the previous Council Agenda on 11th February 2008:

Learning, Teaching and Assessment Committee

12 Dec

VP(AR)

HYMS Joint Board




14 Dec

Pres

Ethics Committee





9 Jan

Pres

Academic Board





9 Jan

VP(AR)

Free Electives Panel




10 Jan

VP(AR)

Quality and Standards Committee



16 Jan

VP(AR)

HYMS Joint Senate Committee



17 Jan

Pres


Library User Group




18 Jan

VP(AR)


IT User Group





18 Jan

VP(AR)


Research Degrees Committee



21 Jan

VP(AR)


University Court





23 Jan

UEC


Educational Partnerships Committee


31 Jan

VP(AR)


Information Services Committee



31 Jan

VP(AR)


Disabilities Committee




1 Feb

VP(W&E)


Student Recruitment Committee



4 Feb

VP(M&V)


Student Progress Committee



6 Feb

VP(AR)


Senate






6 Feb

Pres


Gender, Transgender and Sexuality Committee

8 Feb

M Tyson


Race, Religion and Belief Committee


7 Feb

VP(W&E)


The following meetings were held after the Council Meeting on 11th February 2008:


Collaborative Provision Committee



12 Feb

VP(AR)


Programme Approvals Monitoring & Enhancement 

13 Feb

VP(AR)


Learning Teaching and Enhancement Committee

18 Feb

VP(AR)


Assessment Committee




19 Feb

Mark Tyson


University Council




20 Feb

Pres


Learning & Teaching Spaces Effectiveness Committee
21 Feb

D Naylor


Collaborative Programme Approvals Committee

21 Feb

VP(AR)


Student Experience Committee



21 Feb

Ch Campaigns


Equality and Diversity Committee



27 Feb

VP(W&E)













Noted
7156.
Conferences  The reports on the following Conferences were brought forward from the previous Council meeting:
(a) NUS Regional Conference - 28th January 2008 – President reported that nothing controversial took place or was agreed upon at this conference. The Conference was more of a feedback and exchange arena for all the different Student Unions and a chance to attend various workshops in different areas.. Bursary allocations were reported on and it was also reported that widening participation budgets were not being hit nationally although it was reported that Hull was.  
Questions

· H Gibson asked who the delegates from Hull were?  President stated that it was himself, Chair Campaigns, VP(AR), S Francis and A Hamilton. 

· C Webb asked how these delegates were chosen?  President replied that he emailed all councillors giving them the chance to apply to go. 

· S Wood asked if there was an update from the last regional conference with regard to the TUC developing links?  The President replied that there wasn’t a session on the TUC.
(b) University Learning and Teaching Conference- 17th January 2008 – VP(AR) reported that the conference mainly covered e-learning and stated that if councillors wanted more information on the sessions to let him know.
Questions – none.
7157
Election
(a) Honorary Life Membership Commission
The Chair read out Standing Order 9008 governing the above committee and explained that the Commission was made up of himself, the President, UST and 4 voting members of Council, chosen by lot.  The following members were, therefore, chosen by lot:
Tobias Brown

Michael Whelan

Anna Corbett

Ashley Blakeston







Noted
7158.
Associate and Honorary Life Memberships  
The following Associate and Honorary Life Memberships were noted:

(a) Honorary Life Membership – Keith and Judith Stephenson

(b) Associate Memberships – Chantel Brocklebank, Zia Salik


Noted
7159
Ratification of Union Societies   The following society was put forward for ratification:
Hull Campus – Jewish Society






Agreed
7160
Motions  
(a) Motions affecting the Constitution, Bye-laws or Standing Order
Changes to the Standing Orders listed below for noting. (As displayed on the official notice board in the lobby area on the first floor of University House and on www.hullstudent.com (follow link: Your Union, Council Information, Agenda Documents))


(i) SO 3009 governing the Part Time Student Standing Committee

Proposed by:
VP(AR)



Seconded by:
President







Speech for:
VP(AR)








Questions:
None





Passed by Assent
7161.
Policy for Referral to Referenda  PMN  The policies below were agreed at the Open Policy Forum held before Council:
(a) HUU condemns the government’s decision to cut vital funding in Physic Departments and shows solidarity for fellow student physicists.
(b) HUU should review and rewrite, if necessary, the Constitution in its entirety.
(c) The Union believes Turnitin is an insult to both students and lecturers and would like to lobby the University to remove it.

7162
Any Other Business  
(a)
Glasses/Bottles in Council Chambers  The Chair requested that when councillors left the meeting, if they could take any glasses, bottles or litter with them.
(b)
JAM Session in Sanctuary   VP(M&V) invited councillors to the JAM session taking place in Sanctuary tonight.

(c)
Athletic Union AGM   VP(S&L) informed members that the AU AGM was taking place on Thursday night at 6.30pm in Asylum and invited councillors to attend.

(d)
Karaoke AGM   W Buisst informed councillors that the Karaoke Club AGM was taking place on Thursday night in Sanctuary and councillors were welcome to attend.
(e)
Fair Trade Fortnight   VP(W&E) reminded members that this was the last week of the Fair Trade Fortnight and asked that they support this.

(f)
Scarborough to Hull Walk   VP(Scarb) informed councillors that the walk from Scarborough to Hull was taking place on Wednesday as part of RAG week. Will be setting off from Scarborough at 6.00pm.

(g)
Sponsored Silence  S Gaynor invited councillors to sponsor her for a sponsored silence.

(h)
HUSSO AGM   Chair HUSSO invited councillors to the HUSSO AGM which was taking place on 1st April at 6.00pm in the John McCarthy Bar. The proposal to de-register HUSSO would be discussed at this meeting.
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